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The British Business Bank’s goal is to make finance markets 
work better for smaller businesses, enabling them to 
prosper, grow and support the UK economy. It seeks to:

Increase the supply of finance available to smaller 
businesses where markets don’t  
work well

Create a more diverse and vibrant finance market 
for smaller businesses, with a greater choice of 
options and providers

Build confidence in the market by increasing 
smaller businesses’ understanding of the finance 
options available to them 

The British Business Bank works with private sector 
partners to deliver all of its programmes, allowing it to pull in 
significant amounts of private sector funding. 

It brings together the management of government lending 
and investment programmes into a single, commercially 
minded institution.

BRITISH BUSINESS BANK IN NUMBERS

£1.84bn
total stock of lending and investment for smaller 
businesses provided by British Business Bank 
programmes*

40,000+ 
smaller businesses benefitting from lending  
and investment supported by the  
British Business Bank* 

80+
finance partners working with the  
British Business Bank 

Over 75%
of British Business Bank funding is provided 
through partners outside the four largest bank 
lenders*

IMPACT IN THE SOUTH WEST

1,826
businesses in the South West who are benefitting 
from lending and investment supported by the 
British Business Bank*

£203m
of lending and investment supported by the 
British Business Bank in the South West*

SOUTH WEST:  
SME LANDSCAPE
An overwhelming majority of the South West’s 512,805 
companies are smaller businesses, with 98.2% employing 
fewer than 50 people (compared to the UK average of 
97.9%).1

Indeed, there is much evidence to suggest the South West is 
a thriving hub for growing companies:

The number of businesses in the South West grew 
by 10% in 2014 (House of Commons).2

There are 150 more businesses per 10,000 adults 
in the South West than the UK average (House of 
Commons).3

The South West enjoys the highest rate of bank 
lending to SMEs outside of London (BBA).4

Bristol and Bath are home to more digital 
technology businesses than any other cluster 
outside London (Tech City UK).5 

A variety of organisations and programmes exist to support 
smaller businesses in the South West and help them access 
finance to grow. They include:

•  Business West: Membership network that represents 
over 18,000 businesses across the South West, 
providing business support and connecting companies 
to funding opportunities. 
www.businesswest.co.uk

•  Invest Bristol and Bath: Support organisation that 
champions businesses in the Bristol and Bath region, 
and works to encourage external investment in the 
area. 
www.bristolandbath.co.uk

•  SWAIN: The South West Angel and Investor Network 
(SWAIN) connects angel investors with companies 
seeking funding to grow, focusing on deal sizes ranging 
from £50,000 to £750,000 and companies generally  
too small for mainstream venture capital 
www.swain.org.uk

1	 Office	for	National	Statistics,	Nomis	Labour	Market	Statistics
2	 House	of	Commons	Library,	‘Business	Statistics’,	May	28	2015:	 

www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/sn06152.pdf
3	 House	of	Commons	Library,	‘Business	Statistics’,	May	28	2015:	 

www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/sn06152.pdf
4	 BBA,	Bank	Support	for	SMEs	-	1st	Quarter	2015,	May	28	2015:	https://www.bba.org.

uk/news/statistics/sme-statistics/bank-support-for-smes-1st-quarter-2015
5	 Tech	City	UK,	‘Tech	Nation	Report’,	February	5	2015:	 

www.techcityuk.com/technation/*At end March 2015

WANT TO EXPLORE 
YOUR FINANCE OPTIONS?
The British Business Bank has partnered with the 
ICAEW Corporate Finance Faculty, and 17 further 
professional and membership organisations, to 
produce The	Business	Finance	Guide:	a	journey	 
from	start-up	to	growth.

Visit www.british-business-bank.co.uk/bfg 
to download a copy of the guide, which outlines the 
full range of options available for smaller businesses 
looking to raise finance and offers advice to help 
companies plan for growth. 

For insight into finance markets, read our Small 
Business Finance Markets 2014 report, available 
at : www.british-business-bank.co.uk/
performance/small-business-finance-
markets-2014/

CASE STUDY

ANGEL COFUND 
FUTURE DRINKS CO
The Future Drinks Co was founded in Bristol in 2012, with 
the ambition of creating a range of soft drinks free from 
artificial sweeteners and low in sugar.

It was one of the first investments by the British Business 
Bank’s Angel CoFund in 2012, and the Fund led a further 
£150,000 fundraising for the business last year.

The company is using the funding to drive the growth 
of its KOJI range of natural soft drinks, and further its 
mission to take sugar and sweeteners out of the soft 
drinks markdet.

Co-founder Tim Chater says: “We’re 
delighted to be working with the Angel CoFund 
again. We’ve been trialling Koji Drinks and are 
excited to be bringing the brand to the wider 
market. There are various Government and 
industry initiatives such as ‘Action on Sugar’ 
to reduce [the] amount of sugar in processed 
foods. This is just one indication of the way 
attitutdes towards sugar are changing.”

Angel CoFund Investment Director Tim 
Mills says: “Future Drinks were one of the 
fund’s first five investments, and it’s fantastic 
to see how the angel syndicate has supported 
the team since. The skill, drive and passion of 
the team... really convinced our syndicate that 
this was an opportunity that could build into a 
successful brand.”



10.30  ARRIVAL

11.00 WELCOME 

 Michael Hayman MBE, co-founder, Seven Hills and StartUp Britain 

11.05 KEYNOTE: VITAL INGREDIENT FOR GROWTH 

 Keith Morgan, CEO, British Business Bank 

11.20 PANEL: THE SOUTH-WEST ECONOMY 

 Chair: Gavin Thompson, Business Editor, Bristol Post 

 • Shaun Beaney, Manager, Corporate Partner, ICAEW
 • Caroline Thompson, Entrepreneur Development, Entrepreneurial Spark
 • Philip Tellwright, Business Finance Adviser, Business West  

11.45 PANEL: THE FOUNDERS 

 Chair: Michael Hayman MBE 

 • Ed Brown, Co-founder, Friska  
 • Henry Nurser, CEO, Blu Wireless 
 • Tim Chater, Co-founder, Future Drinks 

12.05 PANEL: THE FUNDERS 

 Chair: Michael Hayman MBE 

 • Rhydian Lewis, Co-founder, RateSetter  
 • John Peters, Managing Director, South West Investment Group Capital  
 • Ari Last, Head of Commercial Partnerships, Market Invoice 

12.25 CONCLUSION 

 Keith Morgan, CEO, British Business Bank 

12.30 ENDS 

AGENDA


